Those Quarrelsome Bonapartes
death, and even of marriage. Certainly he was not royal
material; but Napoleon believed that the issue of such
a union, should there be any, would offset the constant
threat of Josephine's barrenness. In vain had the lovely
lady resorted to quack doctors and panaceas; and a
little nephew would secure a dynasty.
Pauline, too, was a continuing source of worry. She
cared for little besides pleasure; and her conduct, though
perhaps not criminal, was light to the extent of holding
very lively Bohemian parties and posing for favored ar-
tists in the altogether.
For a cure, Napoleon had sent her to the West Indies,
dissolved, like Josephine, in tears; but there her husband
had died; and on her return she had immediately become
enamoured of Prince Camillo Borghese, Roman of both
nose and lineage, and considered quite a catch. And since
the pretty Paulette, like a child demanding a toy, must
have the man she had set her heart on, Letizia sanctioned
very hasty nuptials in an obscure chapel. Possibly, as at
Montebello, there was need for haste. But Napoleon had
not been taken into consultation; and the rub was that
only seven months had elapsed since her first husband's
death, while Napoleon in his Code had decreed, with me-
ticulous precision, fiftjr-eight weeks of mourning. So the
laws which he had made so debonairly constantly threat-
ened to trip him. And when he made inquiries, because of
the now open scandal of a liaison between his sister and
Borghese, actually honestly mated, he became quite prop-
erly enraged. The laws might not be made in toto for his
own extraordinary nature, though, of course, he intended,
on the whole, to obey them; but certainly they must not
be violated by any of his in-laws or family. More than
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